Duodenal ulcers are associated with a depletion of duodenal calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity in rats.
Calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity (CGRP-li) was decreased in duodenal samples from animals treated with ulcerogens such as dulcerozine, cysteamine or mepirizole. The degree of these experimental ulcers was inversely correlated with the levels of duodenal CGRP-li. These findings show that endogenous CGRP may play an important role in duodenal ulcerogenesis.